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Village  of  Waskatenau 

(Revised  January  1960) 


1.  LOCATION 

Section  16-59-19-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  12.  This  location  is  two 
miles  north  of  a ferry  on  the  North  Saskatchewan  River,  57  miles  north- 
east of  Edmonton  on  the  Edmonton-Heinsburg  branch  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Railway,  and  on  Highway  No.  28. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,086  feet  Latitude  54/06  Longtitude  112/48 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  — 55.8 °F 
Mean  winter  temperature  — 22.8 °F 
Mean  yearly  temperature  — 36.3°F 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  — 13.18  inches 
Average  annual  snowfall  — 50.1  inches 
Average  annual  total  precipitation  — 18.19  inches 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  is  the  Belly 
River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  period.  This  formation  is  a series 
of  light-colored  sandstones  and  shales.  The  horizon  in  other  parts  of  the 
province  includes  dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 

6 SOIL 

Waskatenau  lies  in  a Black  soil  zone,  which  is  described  as  follows: 

Profile  — The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface 
(A)  horizon  that  averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact 
B horizon  is  brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  layer  (Bca)  is  usually  found 
at  30  to  40  inches  below  the  surface. 

Fertility  — Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and 
they  have  in  their  surface  foot  about  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and 
organic  matter  as  there  is  in  the  average  brown  or  gray  wooded  soil.  Every 
precaution  should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Vegetation  — Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  wood- 
lands (mainly  deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  a parkland. 

Land  Use  — A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fair- 
ly good  quality  can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  fer- 
tilizer when  needed,  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and 
permanence. 
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7. 


HISTORY 


Waskatenau  is  an  Indian  word,  which  means  “Opening  in  the  banks”. 
The  village  is  at  the  north  end  of  a draw,  that  leads  down  from  the  plain 
into  a valley  through  which  flows  the  North  Saskatchewan  River.  This  draw 
is  where  the  river  reaches  its  most  northerly  point. 

The  surrounding  land  was  first  surveyed  in  1884.  Among  the  first 
white  settlers  to  arrive  in  the  district  were  J.  Watts,  with  his  wife  and  dau- 
ghter, who  arrived  in  1903.  Their  homestead  was  about  10  miles  southeast 
of  Waskatenau.  At  this  time  the  only  store  and  post  office  was  at  Pakan, 
where  the  mail  arrived  every  two  weeks.  It  took  a week  to  freight  supplies 
from  Fort  Saskatchewan.  During  1908  more  land  was  opened  up  for  home- 
steads and  additional  settlers  began  to  arrive.  The  original  settlers  were 
from  the  British  Isles,  Eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States.  A long  felt 
need  was  filled  when  Dr.  Henry  and  Mrs.  A.  McEachern — who  was  a train- 
ed nurse — arrived  in  1911.  In  1913  the  Canadian  National  Railway  made  a 
survey  and  the  settlers  expected  to  see  work  started  on  the  railway,  but 
the  outbreak  of  war  delayed  this  work  until  1916.  It  was  in  1918  before 
steel  was  laid,  and  July  1919  before  the  first  train  entered  Waskatenau. 

The  hamlet  was  started  in  1919  when  Denny  Compo  opened  a ge- 
neral store — now  operated  by  Peter  Rudko — and  Mr.  McNee  operated  a 
grain  crushing  mill.  That  same  year,  Ira  Featherby  opened  a post  office 
and  the  Standard  Bank  opened  a branch  in  a store  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  pool  hall.  In  1929  Waskatenau  had  a population  of  275,  mostly 
Anglo  Saxons.  It  had  a hardware  store,  four  general  stores — one  of  them 
the  farmers  co-operative,  two  barber  shops,  one  pool  hall,  one  bank,  one 
meat  market,  two  confectionery  shops,  one  boarding  house,  one  hotel,  two 
restaurants,  two  blacksmith  shops,  two  garages,  five  grain  elevators,  one 
bakery,  two  lawyers,  one  doctor,  skating  rink,  community  hall,  two  chur- 
ches and  a four  room  school  including  high  school.  In  addition  there  was 
a U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.,  a Junior  U.F.A.,  Women’s  Auxiliary,  Ladies’  Aide, 
Orange  Lodge,  Oddfellows,  Rebekahs,  Foresters  and  Masons,  Old  Timers’ 
Association,  Women’s  Institute,  C.G.I.T.,  Scouts  and  Trail  Rangers. 

Waskatenau  was  erected  as  a village  May  19,  1932.  The  present  popu- 
lation is  almost  100  per  cent  Ukrainian. 

Canadian  Utilities  electric  light  and  power  entered  the  village  in 

1947. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Waskatenau  is  a typical  service  centre  for  the  surrounding  farms. 
It  provides  education  in  grades  1-12,  also  art,  music,  commercial  subjects 
and  vocational  training.  The  nearest  hospital  and  doctor  is  at  Radway,  seven 
miles  west. 

There  is  good  hunting  for  partridge,  prairie  chicken  and  ducks  in 
the  fall.  The  many  lakes  in  the  district  afford  good  fishing,  and  their  tree- 
sheltered  shores  provide  ideal  camping  sites. 

There  are  88  houses  which  are  more  than  90  percent  owner-occu- 
pied. Electric  light  and  power  is  available,  as  are  sewer  and  water  facili- 
ties. Rents  average  $35  to  $45  for  four  and  five-room  bungalows. 
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9.  ADMINISTRATION 

There  is  a village  three-member  council;  one  member  is  elected  each 
year  for  a three  year  term,  and  each  year  the  councillors  elect  one  of  their 
number  as  mayor  or  reeve.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  village 
affairs  according  to  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

There  is  one  village  constable  and  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
detachment  at  Smoky  Lake,  17  miles  east. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Building  Regulations  — There  is  no  building  code,  but  plans  for  new 
buildings  and  alterations  must  be  approved  by  the  council  before  any  buil- 
ding is  commenced. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regu- 
lations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

There  is  a volunteer  fire  brigade  consisting  of  a fire  chief  and  23 
firemen. 

Equipment  — One  Ford  fire  truck  with  300  gallon  water  tank  and 

pump. 


Modern  homes  line  the  well  kept  residential  streets. 
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One  La  France  Utility  Queen  stationary  gas  driven  pumping  unit, 
with  a capacity  of  500  G.P.M. 

A 24,000  gallon  water  reservoir. 

1,000  feet  2V2  inch  hose. 

200  feet  IV2  inch  hose. 

1 — 48  foot  extension  ladder. 

1 — 16  foot  ladder 
Co2 — two  5 gallon  tanks. 

Masks,  coats,  helmets,  axes,  etc. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1958  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100  percent  of  value  $ 32,200 

Improvements,  100  percent  of  fair  value  310,080 

Business  93,550 

Power  12,500 

Total  $448,330 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

20  35  4 59  mills 


13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  village  — 84.3  acres 
Streets,  roads  and  lanes  — 11  acres 
Public  parks  and  playgrounds  — 11  acres 

Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes 

Gravel  Unopened  Total 

Roads  and  streets  2.75  .75  3.50  miles 

There  are  approximately  2 miles  of  cement  sidewalk. 

16.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  — nil 
Sanitary  sewers  — 1.25  miles 
Water  mains  — 2 miles 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  at  the  following  rates  by 
Canadian  Utilities  Ltd.  from  their  steam  electric  plant  at  Vermilion. 

Residential 

First  10  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  — $1.80 
Next  5 KWH  used  per  month  — .05  per  KWH 
Next  100  KWH  used  per  month  — .03  per  KWH 
All  over  115  KWH  used  per  month  — .021/2  per  KWH 
Minimum  monthly  bill  — $1.80 

Payments:  The  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid  with- 
in 10  days  from  the  date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid  the  gross  rate  (being 
the  above  net  rate  plus  five  percent)  applies. 
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Commercial 

Demand  Charge: 

First  KW  connected  load  — $1.10 

Each  additional  KW  of  connected  load  — .50 

plus 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  — 
.06  per  KW 

Next  200  KWH  used  per  month  — .05  per  KW 
All  over  250  KWH  used  per  month — .03  per  KW 
Minimum  monthly  bill  — $1.60 

Payments:  The  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid  with- 
in 10  days  from  the  date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate  (being 
the  above  net  rate  plus  five  percent)  applies. 

Power 

Demand  Charge: 

$1.00  net  per  month  per  connected  H.P. 
plus 

Energy  Charge: 

First  25  KWH  per  month  per  HP  connected  — .06  per  KWH 
Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  HP  connected  — .04  per  KWH 
All  over  75  KWH  per  month  per  HP  connected  — .02  per  KWH 

Payments:  The  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid  with- 
in 10  days  from  the  date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate  (being 
the  above  rate  plus  five  percent)  applies. 

16.  WATER 


Water  is  obtained  from  local  wells  that  vary  in  depths  from  300  to 
400  feet. 


Water  Analysis 


Parts  Per  Million 


Total  Solids  2434 

Ignition  Loss  180 

Hardness  410 

Sulphates  1085 

Chlorides  3 

Alkalinity  505 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  — Bicarbonate  of  lime,  magnesium  and  soda. 

Nitrites  0 

Nitrates  0 

Iron  0.3 


Remarks:  This  water  contains  7.0  grains  per  gallon  soda  and  134.4 
grains  per  gallon  galauber’s  salts  which  is  high  for  good  water. 


17.  GAS 

Not  installed. 
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18. 


L.P.  GAS 


Heat  value  — 252  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°F. 

100  lb.  cylinder  — $6.50 
Bulk  — 17V2C  per  gallon 
Storage  capacity  — 750  gallons. 

Supplies  obtained  from  Edmonton. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gal.  at  60°F. 

Tractor  fuel  — 20.6c  per  gallon. 

Domestic  fuel  — 19.7c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 125,100  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  supplied  from  Edmonton  and  a local  strip  mine  16  miles 


north  west. 

Rates:  Lump  Egg  Slack 

Edmonton  $12.50  $11.50  $10.50 

Strip  mine  — $4.50  ton  F.O.B.  mine. 


21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  dairy  products,  poultry  products,  cattle, 
hogs,  honey,  straw,  sand,  gravel. 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal 
Post  Office 
Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Municipal 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

Police  Department 
Fire  Department 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  nearest  hospital  and  doctors  are  located  at  Radway,  seven  miles 

west. 

The  North  Eastern  Alberta  Health  Unit  with  headquarters  at  St. 
Paul  make  weekly  calls. 

Other  health  services: 

1 patent  medicine  drug  store 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 
Excluding  Health  Services. 

No.  of  Establishments 


Barristers  (calling  weekly)  1 

Barber  Shops  1 
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25.  TRANSPORTATION 


Canadian  National  Railway  — one  dayliner  each  way  daily  between 
Edmonton  and  Grand  Centre  via  Waskatenau. 

Canadian  National  Railway  — - freight  truck  service  daily. 

Sunburst  Motor  Coaches  — three  buses  daily  between  Edmonton 
and  St.  Paul  via  Waskatenau. 

Daily  truck  service  to  and  from  Edmonton. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 
Waskatenau  World  — weekly. 

27.  COMMUNICATION 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Canadian  National  Telegraph 
Post  Office 

Nearest  Radio  Stations  at  Edmonton  — CJCA,  CFRN,  CKUA, 
CHFA,  CBX,  CHED. 

Nearest  Television  Station  at  Edmonton  — CFRN-TV. 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 
Credit  Union 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  Rooms  Single  Rate  Beer  License 
Waskatenau  12  $2.00  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 
Nil. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Greek  Orthodox,  Greek  Catholic,  United. 

32.  LODGES 
Masons 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 
Canadian  Legion 

Women’s  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion 
Community  Centre 

34.  SOCIETIES 

Junior  Red  Cross  Senior  Red  Cross 

Home  and  School  Association 

35.  SCHOOLS 

The  village  school  is  part  of  the  Smoky  Lake  School  Division  No. 
39.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects: 
Art,  Music,  Home  Economics,  Shop  Work,  Typing. 

The  school  population  is  divided  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary  1-6 

4 

99 

Junior  High  7-9 

1 

24 

High  School  10-12 

2 

45 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Community  Centre  (under  construction)  600 

yes 

yes 

Roxy  

200 

yes 

yes 

Canadian  Legion 

100 

no 

yes 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

Plans  are  arranged  for  a public  library  when  the  community  centre 
is  completed. 

Other  Activities 

Art  and  music  offered  at  school. 
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38. 


YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 


Boys 

Calf  Club 
4-H  Club 
Young  Peoples  at 
United  Church 
School  Band 


Girls 

Clothing  Club 
Young  Peoples  at 
United  Church 
School  Band 


39.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  junior  and  senior  Baseball,  junior  and  senior 
Curling  Tennis 

Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink,  2 sheets  natural  ice 
Open  air  skating  and  hockey  rink 
Baseball  diamond 
Playgrounds  at  schools 


40.  FAIRS 

Farmers’  Day  second  Friday  in  June 
Annual  Sports  Day  (July  1st) 


A large  modern  school  handles  Grades  1 to  12. 
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41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Old  Timers  Cabin 


42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Co-op  General  Store 
Credit  Union 
United  Grain  Growers 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool 


43. 


INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Auto  Sales  and  Supplies 
Banks 

Barristers  or  Solicitors 
Blacksmith 
Butchers 
Carpenters 

Cartage  and  Delivery 
Coal  Dealer 
Credit  Union 
Drug 

Electrical  Appliances 

Garage  and  Service  Stations 

General  Stores 

Grain  Elevators 

Hardware 

Implement  Dealers 

Insurance 

Lumber  Yards 

Pool  Room 

Restaurants 

Shoe  Repairs 

Oil  Distributor 

Welding  and  Machine  Shop 
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44. 


SITES 


There  are  residential  sites,  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage 
and  highway  available,  which  can  be  served  with  electric  light  and  power. 


45. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


Waskatenau  is  the  centre  of  a mixed  farming  district.  There  are 
five  elevators  for  the  handling  and  storage  of  grain,  with  a total  storage 
capacity  of  271,000  bushels.  This  district  has  produced  more  than  60  bu- 
ll 


shels  of  wheat  per  acre,  115  bushels  of  oats,  and  65  bushels  of  barley.  The 
average  yields  over  a period  of  20  years  are:  wheat  22,  oats  36,  barley  26, 
rye  16  bushels  per  acre.  There  is  no  accurate  record  of  livestock  produc- 
tion, poultry  products,  dairy  products,  honey  or  farm  produce  production 
because  a large  proportion  of  these  products  are  shipped  by  truck,  direct 
from  farm  to  city  markets. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  — 18  miles  South  — 6 miles 

East  — 4 miles  West  — 4 miles 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  — 3,799. 

Village  population,  1956  census  — 289 
Village  population,  March  1,  1959  — 272. 
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